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In Africa, this iconic tree is known as the Gouye gui (Wolof, Senegal), Kuka (Hausa, 
Nigeria), Mowana (Tswana, Botswana), Reniala (Madagascar), muUyu (Shona, Zimba-

bwe), Malambe (Chichewa, Malawi), muBuyu (Bemba, Zambia), Muamba (Kamba, 
Kenya), oMukwa (Oshiwambo, Namibia), Umuvumu (Kinyarwanda/Kirundi, 

Rwanda/Burundi), Matugunda (Luganda, Uganda), Nkondo (Kongo, Democratic Re-
public of Congo/Republic of Congo), xiMuwu or Mulambe (Tsonga/Sena, 

Mozambique), Odadir or Tua (Twi/Guruni, Ghana), Teheldia (Arabic, Sudan), 
Bamba (Amharic, Ethiopia), Mbuyu (Swahili, Tanzania/East Africa), muvhuyu 

(Tshivenḓa, South Africa), uMkhomo (isiNdebele, South Africa), isiMuku or umShim-
ulu (isiZulu, South Africa), siMuhu or umKhomo (Eswatini), and muFuyu (Lesotho), 
though many other African countries where this tree thrives have not been added to 

this list yet. Across Africa, the names such as mbuyu, muuyu, mubuyu, muvhuyu, xi-
muwu, shimulu and muvumu all share the ancestral Proto-Bantu root -uyu (or -guyu), 
which historically translates directly to this majestic tree or its distinctive fruit, showing 

linguistic and philosophical homogeneity of the continent. 
 

  


